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all men riding in rivers in their enemies countrey be sure to
looke to be provided beforehand; for against fire there is no
resistance without preparation.
Also it is a practise in these hot countreys, where there be such
expert swimmers, to cut the cables of ships; and one night it was
practised to cut the admirals cable, and yet the boate rode by the
cable, with two men in her, to watch all the night; and the bwoy
onely was cut, but not the cable. But after that night, seeing
then our good watch, they never after attempted it.
While all these things passed, our ships (God be thanked),
thorow the industry of our governours and diligent labour of our
men, began to be wholly laden, and all the best marchandize
conveyed aboord our ships. So that our admirall ment to depart
that night, which was the 31 day after our entrance, or else on
the next day at the farthest; and so warning was given to all men
to make themselves readie. Our admiral, being aboord his ship
the same morning, espyed in the sands, right against the place
where the ships rode, that there was a small banke of sand newly
cast up, under which he perceived now and then some people
to be. Presently [i.e. immediately] he tooke his boat and went,
to the towne, and called all the captaines together, declaring that
the enemies were about some pretence right against the ships;
consulting whether it were best to sally out and see what they
were doing, or depart that evening according to the former
determination. The admirall was of opinion to depart that night,
saying it was but folly to seeke warres, since we had no neede to
doe it. Other affirmed it were good to see what they did, least
the winde might be contrarie and the ships not get out, and so
our enemies may build upon us to our great disadvantage. Well,
said the admiral, the matter is not great, for there can be no
danger in this sally; for where they worke it is within falkon-
shot1 of the ships, and if any power should come against you, the
ships may play upon them with 40 peeces of ordinance at the
least, 30 that a bird cannot passe there but she must be slaine.
I am somewhat unwilling you should go, for I have not bene
well these two dayes and I am not strong to march upon those
heavie sands. They answered all at once: You shall not neede to
1 The falcon (named after a bird) was a small cannon.